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EXPLORE Achievement Test

The Minnesota Departmert of Education is sponsoring
and funding anoptional teging (EXPLORE) experience
for 8th grade studerts.

Purpose:

The EXPLORE tes wasdevelopedto measire
educafonal achevement in English, mathematics,
readng, and science. The student/family and school will
receie teging reaults to idertify studertsCstrengths and
weaknessesaswell asassist in plaming for high school
and beyond.

Thisis the schoolOsecand yearparticipating in the
program. The junior high will offer the EXPLORE teg at
our school for any 8th grade student who would liketo
take it on Saturday, February 23rd from approximately 8
am. D11:30 am. Pleas call 952-928-6300 to sign up if
you areinteregedin taking this no-cost exam. We must
receve your intert to take the te¢ by February 1, 2008. If
you have quegions, pleas call LesBork at 952-928-6300
for further informaion.

Electronic Report Cards ®Coming Soon!

St Louis Park Junior High Sctool istrarsitioning to
Oetctronic report cards.O We are moving to electronic
report cards to accomplish the following:

I Conserve resourcesby eliminating paper, copy
and postage costs.

I Utilizestaff more efficiently and effectively
with other tasks.

I Encourage familieswho have electronic acces
to use PowerSchool on aregular bass.

Bednning quarter threeof this school year, mid-quarter
reports will no longer be mailed For the remaining
quartersof this school year, only final quarter reports will
be mailedhome. Starting with the 2008-2009 school

year,the junior high school will not mail home report
cards (mid-quarter gradesor final quarterly report carcs)
for students.

We will utilize our current tecmology and the
PowerSclhool gradng program to have parerts acces
their childDgrradesonline. More informaton will be
sharedsoon aswe get closer to implemerting the new
electronic reporting model. Thark you for your patience
and cooperation aswe transition to our new model of
reporting grades

Deame Hoppe, Administrative Intern
Corey Madowski, Assistart Principal

Employment Opportunity

The Departmert of School Nutrition hasemploymert
opportunitiesfor peaple interesedin helping to provide a
fad, friendly med servicefor our K-12 customers We
offer competitive wagesard berefits. Call Julie at
952.928.6146 to arrange aninterview.

7" Grade Basketball

All 7th grade studerts interesedin joining the 7" grade
basketball teamplea® sign-up starting December 17.
Baketball practicewill starton January 14. Thefeeis
$80 and $90 if you wish to purchase a bus pass. A current
sports physical needs to be on file before your studert
may participate. If you have any quegions plea call
Karen Glea®n at 952-928-6303 or e-mail
glea®n.karen@sl pschools.org

BLUE TEAM

The Blue team is having pizzaand movie night after
school on Thursday, Decamber 20 from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Students will be abe to take the late bus home. Cost for
thiseven is $2. Hope you cancome!!

Math 8 isin the middle of aunit on probaklity. Pleag
ask your son or daughter to explain what area models
have to do with saving the princess. Pleas check
PowerSclool for missing assignmerts. The quarter ends
Jan24.



Algebra studerts are finishing a unit on solving equations.
Ask to seesome of their work. It isvery impressive - they
have beenworking realy hard!

Social Studies: WeVe just fi nishedlearring about China's
arcient dynagies with their silkwormsand terracotta
soldiers and evaluating the effectiveness of China's first
emperor. Your teemager should be abeto sing most
countriesof Asia! Next, we're moving on to the history
and main ideasof two religions from India: Hinduism and
Buddhism. During the week before break, studernts are
competing in the classroom level of the National
Geagraphic Geagraphy Bee. Two studerts will represent
the Blue Team at a school-wide competition on Jaruary
10th after school. The school winnerwill have a chanceto
compete in the state-level Geo Bee. The state winner goes
to Washington, D.C. for the national champgonship ard,
possibly, a $20,000 scholarship!

Science: We arecurrently staring our Astronomy unit.
Our main focus right now is on the Earth and the Moon.
Also, in this unit studerts will be making plaret brochures
to "sell" aplanet. Thes brochureswill be due when
studerts get backfrom break

YELLOW TEAM

Social Studies: We just finishedour unit on Ancient
China. Students decided what makesan effecive and
ineffecive ruler. We leaned about Qin Sh Huardgi the
first empera of Chinaand made judgments about his
effectiveness. We also learred the countriesof Asiaand
learredthe Hey Asia song. | hope you ask your studert to
sing it for you. Students did a wonderful job on both the
physical and political teds of Asia!

Next we will be doing a mini unit on India. Our focus will
be the two major religions that beganthereard the cage
system.

Before breakwe will have hadthe first round of the
National Geagraphy Bee. Ask your studert how they did!
We will have the school wide beeJanuary 10th from 2:45
to 3:45 p.m. in the Meda Certer classroom. Paients and
guardars areinvitedto attend.

Math 8: We areworking on the probakility unit QVhat
Do You Expect?Oln this unit studerts will learnabout
experimertal vs. thearetical probahility. They will also
learnhow to use diff erert modelsto calculate
probahility. Pleag ask your child about the gameswe are
playing in class. Ask if they have beenfair or unfair.

Algebra: We are working in the Algetrabook now. Some
students think thisis greatand fun, othersare alittle
overwhelmed We startedthe book with Chapter 2 Orhe
Rulesof AlgelraGand Chapter 4 QNorking with
EquationsO.Pleag checkwith your studert to make sure

they arekeepng pacewith the class or seeing me for help.

Wow, it hasbeenabusy month. | hope you have a
wonderful and relaxing break Seeyou inthe New Year.

PURPLE TEAM

In science we arefinishing up the submarine project that
students have beenworking on for a month. Studerts
brought in mary unigue and wonderful subs. It wasalot
of fun to launchthemin class. After winter break we will
continue our invegigation into buoyarcy.

Math: We have just wrapped up the book Sretching and
Shrinking. We arestarting a new unit on data
distributions. Thereisno text for this. | will be giving
notesand workshees. We will start with measuresof
certral terdency (mean medan, mode, range). Thenwe
work on histograms, bar graphs, stem and leafcharts, 5
number summary and box and whisker plots.

Accelerated Math: We are just finishing aunit on
statistics, caled O@mgesand PaopulationsO.In this unit,
students learredabout statistical represertations of data,
including measiresof certral tendercy, histograms stem
and leafplots, box and whisker plots, outliersand
standarddeviation. Aftertheir teg, students will have a
chance at some Onath artOactivitiesjust before winter
break Afterwinterbreak we will be reviewing rational
number conceps and operationsincluding fractions,
decimals ard percerts. Students will be working with
Oatebraic fracionsOaswell.

GREEN TEAM

Math studerts just finishedthe Sretching and Shrinking
unit on similar shapes scale facor, and correponding
sidesand anglesof shapes They will now begn working
on astatistic unit calculating mean medan mode, range,
and teding to seeif anumber is anoutlier or not.
Accelerated math studerts just completedtheted on
statisticsand will now begn afracion, percert, and
decimal unit. They will also learnhow to do operations
with algelraic fractions, which hasalways provedto be a
challenging topic.

Social Studies: We continue our study of the history of
Minnesota with the Dakota and Ojibwe. After the holiday
breakwe will look atthe clash betweencultureswhenthe
Europeans arrivedin the 1600's. We will also be doing
our amual Geography Beethe weekbefore break

In Science we are fi nishing up the submarine projectthat
students have beenworking on for a month. Studerts
brought in mary unique and wonderful subs. It wasalot
of fun to launchthemin class. After winter break we will
continue our invegigation into buoyarcy.



All students ard familiespleag have afartadic winter
breakd

RAINBOW TEAM

Liebe Familien,

FrohesFed!

Both the 7-ies and 8-ies werepaid avisit by Nikolaus on
December 6! They put their shoesout in the hallway and
found cardiesand nutsin thematthe erd of class.

In 7th grade we have learned how to talk about clothing
using the indefinite article OenO(for O®or Oa®).We
have also been practicing desribing clothing. (They
enoyedthe Barbie-clothesexercise! See my website) We
arenow preparing our scripts for our Fashion Show
before break Please check my website for a project
description and grading rubric!

In German club we mace Nikolaus shoes for the staff
and filledthemwith candy. This weekwe will be baking
gingertreadcookiesand decaating them. Ein leckerer
Spass!

Keepyour eyesopenfor information concerning the
German Restaurant trip in Mid-January! Chaperones
welcome!

Coming soon: the 2" amual INTERNATIONAL
ROLLER PARTY featuring groovinQinternational music
and Bbthistime--- KARNEVAL-MARDI GRAS-
CARNEVALE FUN! STAY TUNED!

A select group of 8" graders creaked their very own
Kinderbiicher ard read them to the pre-schoolers earlier
this month. They did awonderful job! Danke sehr to:
Robin, Gillian Wedey, Hamah Nate, Mirianand Aaron!

) In 8th grade we have just received
another package with goodiesand
lettersfrom our friendsin Borken,
Germary! Before break we will be
writing our first letterto our friendsin

GERMAN.

Asthe culminating evert to our Ofeeime®Gand OnteregsO
unit, the 8" graders will synthesze much of what they
have learnedsince they began Germanto compose their
first leterin German In thisletter, they will introduce
themselvesto a OrrwOGemanpenpal from our partner
clasin Gemary. Thisletter will also be anasesmert.
This helps students OtainOfor their final written
asesmert in spring. Check my website (assignments)
for more information on the letter project and the
grading rubric.

Feel free to call or email with any questions or
concerns!

Checkmy website for current and upcoming topicsand
assignmerts, aswell asfun slide shows from Klasse und
Klub! Visit: www.myteacherpagescom/webpaged SFax1

Mit vielen GrY8en
FrauFox

DEUTSCH-FAKTEN: Did
you know?

Germanisthe secand most
popular 2nd languagein Asia
and Europe (after English)!

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

The community education youth servicesoffi ceis located
in room 109 atthe junior high. You cancall 952-928-
6325 for assistance or go online at
www.slpcommunityed.com. All programshave fee
asistanceavailabe.

A JOURNEY THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY

Sharan Lyon, you may know her asthe
Photographer/Artistic Direcor for GDur Town: Facesand
Placesof SLP,Owill be sharing her experiencein
implemerting and completing this wonderful JH project.
St Louis Park students will be in a creative learning
experiencethrough the arts Sharon will share her
knowledge by teaching the studerts tecmical and creaive
agoects of photography. It will then engage them, through
photography, to explore their physical community and
also seekout those who play significart rolesin their
lives Additionally, they will be invitedto explore the
mearing of their photographs through avery short writing
asignmerts. We haweit slartedfor Tuesdays, 2:30-4:30,
p.m. staring Jan 22" ard going through Feb. 26™.

LEARN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

Join in on one of the faged growing languagesof study in
the United States The class includesintroduction to
conversational vocalulary, finger spelling, grammaical
principles and syntax. Learn from alicensed ASL
teacler. There will be 8 classesmeetng on Mondays and
Thursdays starting Jan 21% and going through Feh 14™.

WINTER BREAK OPEN CLIMBING

The climbing wall will be openboth Wednhegdays of
winter break betweenl10 B Noon. Any experiencelevel is
welcome. Everyone will make it up the vertical wall and
getachanceto practice on the bouldering wall. The
session will be opento studerts in grades3 D 8. ItO$5/per
peron/per visit.




HEATHLY TEENS

ESP families- we have our dated We nee to thark
Karen Glea®n, Deanand Heakth Educaton Teacter, for
agreeng to leadthe classes She would like the first week
of clasesto start March 10". Pick up your regstration
formsin room 109, sign up on-line or we canfax it to
youl.

DROPZONE

Your 7" or 8" grade studerts canOdop-inOat the
DropZone on Mondays and Thursdays after school. WeOre
in room 148 ard weOrepen from 2:30 D4:30 p.m. ard
your child(s) cantake the 3:30 or 4:30 p.m. acivity bus
home. We have air hockey, foosball, opengym, art
project, videogamesand more! We will evenhelp you
with your homework. You canpay by the day or purchase
apunch card(FEE ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE). If
you geta chance, stop on in and introduce yourself or
have your parerts give us a call at 952.928.6325.

OPEN BASKETBALL

ItOsvery Monday in the lower gym. Cost is $1. You can
take the 3:30 p.m. activity bus homeor for anadditional
fee,go to DropZone for some homework help, foosball,
air hockey and more.

INTRAMURALS

Join us every Thursday for an after school hour of fun.
WeQlplay Ultimate Frisbee,dodge ball, kickball and
more. It costs $1 atthe door. Y ouQll take the 3:30 p.m.
activity bus homeor for anadditional feg, join in on the

fun at DropZone. DropZone will also help you with your
homework!

SKI & SNOWBOARD CLUB

Join us aswe travel to Welch Village, Afton Alpsand
Wild Mountain. Our Friday Nite Ski and Snowboard Club
will starton February 1% with atrip to Afton Alps.
Students canpick up aregstration formin the
Community Education Offi ce, room 109. The Ski ard
Srowboard Club is opento high school studerts, too.
Parerts, we are looking for volunteerchaperonesbcall us
at952.928.6325 and join the fun on the slopes

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dec 19 GreenTean field trip to Park Square
Theatre

Dec 20 8" bard concert7 p.m.

Dec 24-Jan4  Winter Break

Jan 9 Site Council 4 p.m. LMC

Jan 10 7" choir concert, 7 p.m.

Jan 15 8th giftedtalentedfield trip to Walker Art
Cernter

Jan 16 7" giftedtalentedfield trip to Walker Art
Certer

Jan 21 No school, MLK Jr. Day

Jan 23 Regsterfor 9" grade classesin math
clases

Jan 24 End of semeger

Jan 25 No school, marking day



