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EXPLORE Achievement Test 
The Minnesota Department of Education is sponsoring 
and funding an optional testing (EXPLORE) experience 
for 8th grade students. 
 
Purpose: 
The EXPLORE test was developed to measure 
educational achievement in English, mathematics, 
reading, and science. The student/family and school wil l 
receive testing results to identify studentsÕ strengths and 
weaknesses as well as assist in planning for high school 
and beyond. 
 
This is the schoolÕs second year participating in the 
program. The junior high will offer the EXPLORE test at 
our school for any 8th grade student who would like to 
take it on Saturday, February 23rd from approximately 8 
a.m. Ð 11:30 a.m. Please call 952-928-6300 to sign up i f 
you are interested in taking this no-cost exam. We must 
receive your intent to take the test by February 1, 2008. If 
you have questions, please call Les Bork at 952-928-6300 
for further information. 

Electronic Report Cards Ð Coming Soon! 

St. Louis Park Junior High School is transitioning to 
Òelectronic report cards.Ó  We are moving to electronic 
report cards to accomplish the following: 
 

!  Conserve resources by eliminating paper, copy 
and postage costs. 

!  Utilize staff more effi ciently and effectively 
with other tasks. 

!  Encourage families who have electronic access 
to use PowerSchool on a regular basis. 

Beginning quarter three of this school year, mid-quarter 
reports will no longer be mailed.  For the remaining 
quarters of this school year, only fi nal quarter reports will 
be mailed home.  Starting with the 2008-2009 school 

year, the junior high school will not mail home report 
cards (mid-quarter grades or final quarterly report cards) 
for students. 

We will utilize our current technology and the 
PowerSchool grading program to have parents access 
their childÕs grades online.  More information will be 
shared soon as we get closer to implementing the new 
electronic reporting model.  Thank you for your patience 
and cooperation as we transition to our new model of 
reporting grades. 

Deanne Hoppe, Administrative Intern 
Corey Maslowski, Assistant Principal 
 
Employment Opportunity 
The Department of School Nutrition has employment 
opportunities for people interested in helping to provide a 
fast, friendly meal service for our K-12 customers. We 
offer competitive wages and benefi ts. Call Julie at 
952.928.6146 to arrange an interview. 
 
7th Grade Basketball  
All 7th grade students interested in joining the 7th grade 
basketball team please sign-up starting December 17. 
Basketball practice will start on January 14. The fee is 
$80 and $90 if you wish to purchase a bus pass. A current 
sports physical needs to be on fi le before your student 
may participate. If  you have any questions please call 
Karen Gleason at 952-928-6303 or e-mail 
gleason.karen@slpschools.org 
 
BLUE TEA M 
The Blue team is having pizza and movie night after 
school on Thursday, December 20 from 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. 
Students will be able to take the late bus home. Cost for 
this event is $2. Hope you can come!!  
 
Math 8 is in the middle of a unit on probability. Please 
ask your son or daughter to explain what area models 
have to do with saving the princess. Please check 
PowerSchool for missing assignments. The quarter ends 
Jan 24. 



 
Algebra students are finishing a unit on solving equations. 
Ask to see some of their work. It is very impressive - they 
have been working really hard! 
 
Social Studies: We've just finished learning about China's 
ancient dynasties, with their silkworms and terra cotta 
soldiers, and evaluating the effectiveness of China's fi rst 
emperor. Your teenager should be able to sing most 
countries of Asia! Next, we're moving on to the history 
and main ideas of two religions from India: Hinduism and 
Buddhism. During the week before break, students are 
competing in the classroom level of the National 
Geographic Geography Bee. Two students will represent 
the Blue Team at a school-wide competition on January 
10th after school. The school winner will have a chance to 
compete in the state-level Geo Bee. The state winner goes 
to Washington, D.C. for the national championship and, 
possibly, a $20,000 scholarship! 
 
Science: We are currently starting our Astronomy unit. 
Our main focus right now is on the Earth and the Moon. 
Also, in this unit students will be making planet brochures 
to "sell" a planet. These brochures will be due when 
students get back from break! 
 
YELLOW TEA M 
Social Studies: We just finished our unit on Ancient 
China. Students decided what makes an effective and 
ineffective ruler. We learned about Qin Shi Huandgi the 
fi rst emperor of China and made judgments about his 
effectiveness. We also learned the countries of Asia and 
learned the Hey Asia song. I hope you ask your student to 
sing it for you. Students did a wonderful job on both the 
physical and political tests of Asia! 
Next we will be doing a mini unit on India. Our focus will 
be the two major religions that began there and the caste 
system. 
Before break we will have had the fi rst round of the 
National Geography Bee. Ask your student how they did! 
We will have the school wide bee January 10th from 2:45 
to 3:45 p.m. in the Media Center classroom. Parents and 
guardians are invited to attend. 
 
Math 8: We are working on the probability unit ÒWhat 
Do You Expect?Ó In this unit students will learn about 
experimental vs. theoretical probability. They will also 
learn how to use diff erent models to calculate 
probability. Please ask your child about the games we are 
playing in class. Ask if they have been fair or unfair. 
 
Algebra: We are working in the Algebra book now. Some 
students think this is great and fun, others are a little 
overwhelmed. We started the book with Chapter 2 ÒThe 
Rules of AlgebraÓ and Chapter 4 ÒWorking with 
EquationsÓ. Please check with your student to make sure 

they are keeping pace with the class or seeing me for help. 
 
Wow, it has been a busy month. I hope you have a 
wonderful and relaxing break! See you in the New Year. 
 
PURPLE TEA M 
In science we are finishing up the submarine project that 
students have been working on for a month. Students 
brought in many unique and wonderful subs. It was a lot 
of fun to launch them in class. After winter break we will 
continue our investigation into buoyancy. 
 
Math: We have just wrapped up the book Stretching and 
Shrinking. We are starting a new unit on data 
distributions.  There is no text for this.  I will be giving 
notes and worksheets.  We will start with measures of 
central tendency (mean, median, mode, range).  Then we 
work on histograms, bar graphs, stem and leaf charts, 5 
number summary and box and whisker plots. 
 
Accelerated Math:  We are just finishing a unit on 
statistics, called ÒSamples and PopulationsÓ. In this unit, 
students learned about statistical representations of data, 
including measures of central tendency, histograms, stem 
and leaf plots, box and whisker plots, outliers and 
standard deviation. After their test, students will have a 
chance at some Òmath artÓ activities just before winter 
break. After winter break, we will be reviewing rational 
number concepts and operations including fractions, 
decimals and percents. Students will be working with 
Òalgebraic fractionsÓ as well. 
 
GREEN TEA M 
Math students just finished the Stretching and Shrinking 
unit on similar shapes, scale factor, and corresponding 
sides and angles of shapes. They will now begin working 
on a statistic unit calculating mean, median, mode, range, 
and testing to see if a number is an outlier or not. 
Accelerated math students just completed the test on 
statistics and will now begin a fraction, percent, and 
decimal unit. They will also learn how to do operations 
with algebraic fractions, which has always proved to be a 
challenging topic. 
 
Social Studies: We continue our study of the history of 
Minnesota with the Dakota and Ojibwe. After the holiday 
break we will look at the clash between cultures when the 
Europeans arrived in the 1600's. We will also be doing 
our annual Geography Bee the week before break. 
 
In Science we are finishing up the submarine project that 
students have been working on for a month. Students 
brought in many unique and wonderful subs. It was a lot 
of fun to launch them in class. After winter break we will 
continue our investigation into buoyancy. 
 



All students and families please have a fantastic winter 
break! 
 
RA INBOW TEAM 
 
Liebe Familien, 
Frohes Fest!  
Both the 7-ies and 8-ies were paid a visit by Nikolaus on 
December 6!  They put their shoes out in the hallway and 
found candies and nuts in them at the end of class.  
 
In 7th grade we have learned how to talk about clothing 
using the indefinite article ÒeinÓ (for ÒaÓ or ÒanÓ). We 
have also been practicing describing clothing. (They 
enjoyed the Barbie-clothes exercise! See my website.) We 
are now preparing our scripts for our Fashion Show 
before break. Please check my website for a project 
description and grading rubric! 
 
In German club we made Nikolaus shoes for the staff 
and fi lled them with candy. This week we will be baking 
gingerbread cookies and decorating them. Ein leckerer 
Spass! 
Keep your eyes open for information concerning the 
German Restaurant trip in Mid-January! Chaperones 
welcome! 
 
Coming soon: the 2nd annual INTERNATIONAL 
ROLLER PARTY featuring groovinÕ international music 
and Ð this time --- KARNEVAL-MARDI GRAS-
CARNEVALE FUN! STAY TUNED! 
 
A select group of 8th graders created their very own 
Kinderbücher and read them to the pre-schoolers earlier 
this month. They did a wonderful job! Danke sehr to: 
Robin, Gillian, Wesley, Hannah, Nate, Mi rian and Aaron! 

 
In 8th grade we have just received 
another package with goodies and 
letters from our friends in Borken, 
Germany! Before break, we will be 
writing our fi rst letter to our fri ends in 

GERMAN.  
 
As the culminating event to our ÒfreetimeÓ and ÒinterestsÓ 
unit, the 8th graders will synthesize much of what they 
have learned since they began German to compose their 
fi rst letter in German. In this letter, they will introduce 
themselves to a ÒnewÓ German pen pal from our partner 
class in Germany. This letter will also be an assessment. 
This helps students ÒtrainÓ for their fi nal written 
assessment in spring. Check my website (assignments) 
for more information on the letter project and the 
grading rubric. 
 
Feel free to call or email with any questions or 
concerns!  

Check my website for current and upcoming topics and 
assignments, as well as fun slide shows from Klasse und 
Klub!  Visit: www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/SFox1 
 
Mi t vielen GrŸ§en 
Frau Fox  

 
DEUTSCH-FAKTEN: Did 
you know? 
German is the second most 
popular 2nd language in Asia 
and Europe (after English)! 
 
 

 
 
COMMUNITY EDUCA TION 
The community education youth services offi ce is located 
in room 109 at the junior high. You can call 952-928-
6325 for assistance or go online at 
www.slpcommunityed.com. All programs have fee 
assistance available. 
 
A JOURNEY THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY 
Sharon Lyon, you may know her as the 
Photographer/Artistic Director for  ÒOur Town: Faces and 
Places of SLP,Ó will be sharing her experience in 
implementing and completing this wonderful JH project. 
St. Louis Park students will be in a creative learning 
experience through the arts Sharon will share her 
knowledge by teaching the students technical and creative 
aspects of photography. It will then engage them, through 
photography, to explore their physical community and 
also seek out those who play signifi cant roles in their 
lives. Additionally, they will be invited to explore the 
meaning of their photographs through a very short writing 
assignments.  We have it slanted for Tuesdays, 2:30-4:30, 
p.m. starting Jan. 22nd and going through Feb. 26th.  
 
LEARN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 
Join in on one of the fastest growing languages of study in 
the United States. The class includes introduction to 
conversational vocabulary, finger spelling, grammatical 
principles, and syntax. Learn from a licensed ASL 
teacher. There will be 8 classes meeting on Mondays and 
Thursdays starting Jan. 21st and going through Feb. 14th. 
 
WINTER BREAK OPEN CLIMBING  
The climbing wall will be open both Wednesdays of 
winter break, between 10 Ð Noon. Any experience level is 
welcome. Everyone will make it up the vertical wall and 
get a chance to practice on the bouldering wall. The 
session will be open to students in grades 3 Ð 8. ItÕs $5/per 
person/per visit. 
 
 



HEATHLY TEENS  
ESP families - we have our dates! We need to thank 
Karen Gleason, Dean and Health Education Teacher, for 
agreeing to lead the classes. She would like the fi rst week 
of classes to start March 10th.  Pick up your registration 
forms in room 109, sign up on-line or we can fax it to 
you. 
 
DROPZONE 
Your 7th or 8th grade students can Òdrop-inÓ at the 
DropZone on Mondays and Thursdays after school. WeÕre 
in room 148 and weÕre open from 2:30 Ð 4:30 p.m. and 
your child(s) can take the 3:30 or 4:30 p.m. activity bus 
home. We have air hockey, foosball, open gym, art 
projects, video games and more! We will even help you 
with your homework. You can pay by the day or purchase 
a punch card (FEE ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE). If 
you get a chance, stop on in and introduce yourself or 
have your parents give us a call at 952.928.6325.  
 
OPEN BASKETBALL 
ItÕs every Monday in the lower gym. Cost is $1. You can 
take the 3:30 p.m. activity bus home or for an additional 
fee, go to DropZone for some homework help, foosball, 
air hockey and more. 
 
INTRAMURALS 
Join us every Thursday for an after school hour of fun. 
WeÕll play Ultimate Frisbee, dodge ball, kickball and 
more. It  costs $1 at the door.  YouÕll take the 3:30 p.m. 
activity bus home or for an additional fee, join in on the 

fun at DropZone. DropZone will also help you with your 
homework! 
 
SKI & SNOWBOARD CLUB 
Join us as we travel to Welch Village, Afton Alps and 
Wild Mountain. Our Friday Nite Ski and Snowboard Club 
will start on February 1st, with a trip to Afton Alps. 
Students can pick up a registration form in the 
Community Education Offi ce, room 109. The Ski and 
Snowboard Club is open to high school students, too. 
Parents, we are looking for volunteer chaperones Ð call us 
at 952.928.6325 and join the fun on the slopes. 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Dec 19 Green Team fi eld trip to Park Square 

Theatre 
Dec 20 8th band concert 7 p.m. 
Dec 24-Jan 4 Winter Break 
Jan. 9 Site Council 4 p.m. LMC 
Jan. 10 7th choir concert, 7 p.m. 
Jan. 15 8th gifted talented field trip to Walker Art 

Center 
Jan. 16 7th gifted talented field trip to Walker Art 

Center 
Jan. 21 No school, MLK Jr. Day 
Jan. 23 Register for 9th grade classes in math 

classes 
Jan. 24 End of semester 
Jan. 25 No school, marking day 
 

 


