Social Studies Curriculum Guide

Grade 8

State Standards and
Benchmarks

St. Louis Park Outcomes

District-Wide, Common
Assessments

Topics

Materials and Strategies

I. WORLD HISTORY

Beginnings of Human Society

Standard: The student will
demonstrate knowledge of
selected attributes and historical
developments of various ancient
societies in Africa, the Americas,
Asia, and Europe.

Students will be able to

¥ identify and describe
priority historical people
and events, geographical
features, and vocabulary.

¥ analyze major elements of
culture for civilizations in
key world regions in several
historical eras.

Fertile Crescent & Mesopotamia
¥  “Mesopotamia” Chapter 2
Test

Ancient Egypt
¥  project
¥ textbook’s test

Prehistoric Europe:
Lascaux Caves

Prehistoric South America
Cave of the Hands

Why study history?

Fertile Crescent & Mesopotamia

Ancient Egypt

Nile, papyrus, Menes, Khufu,
Hatshepsut, hieroglyphics,
pyramid, mummy, Rosetta Stone,
Giza, Nubia, Kush, Tutenkhamen

Prehistory
¥ “Field Trip” film (from
textbook resources) on
cave art
¥  Create your own cave art
(Projects Book)
¥  Double Bubble comparison
of Lascaux Caves and
Cave of the Hands
¥ Group discussion on why
history is important — top 5
posted in room.
Nacerima
ABCs of culture
Material World Posters
Guns, Germs, Steel
Geographic Luck
Artifact activity/
Anthropologic study
Culture Test w/vocab
Creative writing using
vocab
¥ Iceberg metaphor /triangle
of history

KKK K KK

K K

Fertile Crescent and Mesopotamia
¥  Southwest Asia map and
song (in “Geography
Songs” folder)
¥  Map of ancient
Mesopotamia-refer to
Historical Maps on File I,

1.04

¥  Playdough cuneiform
activity

¥  Gilgamesh “Read Aloud”
in text

¥  Code of Hammurabi
activity (website: Mrs.
Donn’s Free Ancient
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Ancient China
¥  Notebook check
¥  Essay questions

Ancient India
¥  Notebook check
¥  Project

Ancient China

Chapter 4 key words: North China
Plain, Beijing, Huang He River,
Tibetan Plateau, Himalayas, loess,
terrace, levee, double-cropping,
Shi Haungdji, character, oracle
bone, ancestor, civil service,
ancient dynasties (Xia, Shang,
Zhou, Qin, Han), Silk Road, Great
Wall, terra cotta soldiers, silk,
Confucius, nobility, Mandate of
Heaven, Analects

Ancient India

Chapter 5 key words:
subcontinent, Ganges, Indus,
Brahmaputra, Himalayas, Mt.
Everest, Indo-Ganges Plain,
monsoon, Hindu Kush, Eastern
and Western Ghats, Bay of Bengal
Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro,
Aryans, Sanskrit, Vedas, caste
system, Persian Empire,
Zoroastrianism, Chaundragupta

History Lesson Ideas)

¥ Junior Scholastic Article
on Hammurabi

¥  “Who’s the Best Leader?”

¥  Workbook and vocabulary
worksheets

¥  “ABC’s of Culture”
activity using 6 ancient
cultures( Babylonian,
Sumerians, Akkadians,
Hebrews, Assyrians,
Phoenicians) starting on
page 41. Jigsaw outlining

¥  Chapter 2 test (in folder)
revised 2006 into 2
segments — 1 basic
vocab/multiple choice
taken individually and 1
essay portion taken with a
partner.

¥  Timeline

¥  “Guns, Germs, and Steel”,
Disk 1, “Geographic Luck”
about the Fertile Crescent

Ancient Egypt

¥  Timeline project
(Instructions and rubric in
dept. folder)

¥  (Seeresearch section for
ancient Egypt project )

¥  Map of the Nile

¥  “ABC’s of Culture”
activity using LMC books

¥ “Mummy Maker”,
“Pyramid Builder”, etc. on

BBC website

¥  Workbook and vocab
worksheets

¥  Analogies (called “Bridge
Maps”

¥  Ancient Egypt tour
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Maurya, Ashoka, Hinduism, (History Alive activity)

reincarnation, Brahman, karma, ¥  Comparison of Egyptian

dharma, Rig Vedas, Buddhism, society to school or U.S.

enlightenment, meditation, the ¥  Comparison of Nubia and

Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama, the Egypt

Four Noble Truths. ¥  TimeLife “Ancient
Civilizations: Quest for
Immortality”

Ancient China
¥  Map of Asia
¥  Map of China (History
Alive activity)
¥  “Hey” song for Asia
¥ “You Be the Teacher:
China’s Dynasties” (in
folder)
¥  Flow map of dynasties
using The World: Chapter
4 and/ or TimeLife “Lost
Civilizations: Dynasties of
Power”
¥  Monday Geo questions
¥  “Who Invented 1t?”
activity as introduction
“ABC’s of Culture”
activity
“Confucius Says” activity
Analogies
Essay question practice
Timeline

+®

KK K K

Ancient India

¥  Map of South Asia

¥  “Hey!” song for Asia

¥  Monday Geography
questions

¥  Circle Frame Map of your
own beliefs

¥  Circle Frame Maps of
Hinduism and Buddhism

¥  Double Bubble of
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Hinduism and Buddhism

¥  “Read, Talk, Write”
activity for Hinduism

¥  Word bank quiz on
Hinduism

¥  Timeline

Il. WORLD HISTORY
Classical Civilizations and
World Religions 1000 BC- 600
AD

Standard: The student will
describe classical civilizations in
Africa, Asia, and Mesoamerica.

See above.

Chinese cultural project

Early Americas: Maya, Aztec
and Inca cultures

Africa:
Asia:

Early Americas:

¥  Treasure Chest activity
involving research on the
Olmec, Maya, Aztec,
Chavin, Mochica, Inca

¥  Map of Central and South
America

¥  Songs: Mesoamerica to
the tune of “The Chicken
Dance”, South America to
“Wipeout”

¥  ABC’s of Culture using
LMC trade books

¥  “Wow Statements” about
specific cultures

¥  Tree map of vocabulary
and key ideas

¥  TimeLife “Lost
Civilizations” DVD’s

¥  Assessments: vocabulary,
multiple choice, and
written response

I1l. WORLD HISTORY
Classical Civilizations and
World Religions 1000 BC- 600

AD

Standard: The student will
describe classical civilizations in
Europe and the West.

See above.

Ancient and Classical Greece:
Balkan Peninsula, Mediterranean
Sea, Crete, agora, Trojan War,
Athens, Sparta, Pericles,
aristocracy, democracy, assembly,
helot, Olympics, Socrates, plague,
Alexandria the Great, Alexandria,
Hippocrates, Archimedes,
Pythagoras, Hellenistic Age

Ancient and Classical Greece:

¥  Map of the Mediterranean
Sea (from the “Geography
Coloring Book™)

¥  Map of Europe

¥ Song: “Cruising across
Europe”

¥  Circle Frame Map of prior
knowledge
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Ancient Rome (Anticipation
Guide)

Roman Republic & Empire:
Tiber River, Italian Peninsula,

¥ Greek “Anticipation
Guide”

¥ YouTube clips of “300”:
“this is Sparta full scene”
and “300 fighting scene 1”

¥  Comparison of Athens and
Sparta using History Alive
readings (notes, Venn
diagram, “I’d rather live
in” paragraph)

¥  Key Word Phrases box
notes using History Alive
“Geography of Greece”

¥  “4 Forms of Government”
activity with History Alive
readings (using music or
candy bar to show how
governments make
decisions)

¥  Alexander the Great: 9
questions about his empire
using History Alive
reading; map activity

¥  Wall walk about Greek
contributions in astronomy,
government, medicine, etc.
using History Alive
placards

¥  Anticipation Guide as test

¥  History Channel: “Behind
the Scenes of Troy”

¥  PBS Home Video: “The
Greeks”

¥ “QGreek Stories” activities:
cut up stories and have
groups put them in order;
have students illustrate the
stories.

Roman Republic & Empire:
¥  Check Junior High LMC
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Mediterranean Sea, Carthage,
Rome, Hannibal, Scipio, Punic
Wars, patricians, plebeians,
republic, representative, Senate,
consul, dictator, tribune, caesar,
Julius Caesar, Augustus, Caligula,
Claudius, Nero, Marcus Aurelius,
emperor, gladiator, Pax Romana,
Palestine, Jesus, Constantine,
Messiah, Constantinople,
Byzantine Empire

for videos (Susan bought
many new ones.)

¥  Circle Frame Map of prior
knowledge

¥  Roman “Anticipation
Guide”

¥  Tree Map of vocabulary

¥ Junior Scholastic play
about Julius Caesar

¥  Research on Roman gods
and goddesses

¥  Double Bubble of
Christianity vs. Judaism

¥  Taxonomy activity

IV. WORLD HISTORY See above. Niger River cultures ¥ Read, Write, Recite
World Civilizations, Ghana: camel caravans, salt phrases
Expansions of Cultural, and gold, middlemen, Islam, ¥  “A Griot’s Story” (2
Commercial and Political Sumanguru, 900°s-1200’s versions)
Contacts, 600 AD- 1500 AD Mali: griot, Sundiata, Mansa ¥ “How Many Are True?”
Standard: The student will Musa, pilgrimage, Mecca, statements
understand the causes and Timbuktu 1200-1400 ¥ textbook’s lesson
consequences of emerging Songhai: Sonni Ali 1400-1600 reviews, worksheets
civilizations and increased contact Eastern, Central, and ¥  Africa Survivor Style
across the cultural regions of Southern cultures ¥ brass plate activity
Eurasia and Africa. Axum: takeover by Ethiopia, ¥ physical and political
trade of frankincense, ivory, maps
myrhh 300-1150 ¥ map of colonization
Ethiopia: Christianity, stone ¥ cartoons of colonization
churches, Lalibela, 1150-1974 ¥ Berlin Conference
Benin: oba, art, 1300-1500 activity
Great Zimbabwe: stone
enclosures, exhausted
resources, 1200-1450
Colonization
Berlin Conference
V. WORLD HISTORY See above.
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Western Civilizations,
Renaissance And Reformation
1000 ADD1700 AD
Standard: The student will
demonstrate knowledge of
important historical, cultural, and
social events in Europe during the
Middle Ages.

VI. WORLD HISTORY

World Civilizations, Toward
a Global Culture, 1500- 1770
AD
Standard: The student will
examine changing forms of cross-
cultural contact, conflict and
cooperation that resulted from the
interconnections between Eurasia,
Africa and the Americas.

See above.

Spanish conquest of Aztec,
Inca

Inca and Spanish “Guns,
Germs, and Steel”, Disk 2:
“Conquest”

VIl. WORLD HISTORY
Western Civilizations, Age of
Revolution and Reaction, 1640

1920 AD

Standard: The student will
demonstrate knowledge of the rise
of colonialism and its effects
worldwide.

See above.

Africa: colonialism,

¥ Map packet: political,
physical, ancient
civilizations, and
colonialism

¥  “Won’t You Take Me to
Africa?”: map song to the
tune of “Funkytown”

VIII. HISTORICAL SKILLS

Concepts of Time
Standard: The student will
acquire skills of chronological
thinking.

Place B.C. and A.D. dates in
correct chronological order.

XIV. HISTORICAL SKILLS

Historical Resources
Standard: The student will begin
to use historical resources.

Find details about main
historical ideas in a text or
website.

X. HISTORICAL SKILLS
Historical Inquiry

Apply research skills:
¥ form a quality research
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Standard: The student will
apply research skills by
investigating a topic in world
history.

question

¥ locate information
about a topic in both
print and electronic
resources

XI. HISTORICAL SKILLS

Historical Inquiry
Standard: The student will
analyze historical evidence and
draw conclusions.

XIl. HISTORICAL SKILLS
Historical Inquiry

Standard: The student will

present and explain the findings of

a research project.

XIll. GEOGRAPHY

Maps and Globes
Standard: The student will use
maps and globes to demonstrate
specific and increasingly complex
geographic knowledge.
XIV. GEOGRAPHY

Maps and Globes
Standard: The student will make
and use maps to acquire, process,
and report on the spatial
organization of people and places
on Earth.
XVIIl. GEOGRAPHY

Essential Skilk
Standard: The student will use
maps, globes, geographic
information systems and other
sources of information to analyze
the natures of places at a variety
of scales.

Use maps and globes to gain and
show knowledge.

XV. GEOGRAPHY

Use basic terminology and
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Physical Featues and
Processes
Standard: The student will use
basic terminology describing
basic physical and cultural
features of continents studied.
XVI. GEOGRAPHY
Interconnections
Standards: The student will give
examples that demonstrate how
people are connected to each other
and the environment.
XVIl. GEOGRAPHY
Interconnections
Standard: The student will
analyze the ways peoples’
perception of regions vary and are
affected by individual perspective
and culture.

concepts of geography

XIX. GOVERNMENT AND
CITIZENSHIP
Governmental Institutions
and Processes of the United
States
Standard: The student will
understand other government
systems in the world.

Understand other government
systems in the world

Embedded in unit tests

kingdoms, dynasties, colonies,
empires, republics,
communism, democracies,
military dictatorships

No state standard

Discuss and analyze major
world and cultural current

events that are shaping our
world
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