
 
Open Ended Question #1 of Budget Survey 2008- What makes SLP strong and 
unique? 
 
Responses to this question were coded and then grouped under broader categories. The table below provides a 
summary of the various categories or themes that emerged from the analysis. In the right column, sample 
responses are presented to give the reader a feel for the scope of responses under a particular category.  
 
… are used to indicate that a portion of a response has been used.  
 
 
Theme/Category Explanation Sample Responses 

Philosophies/Best Practices This broad category consists 
of general ideas about what 
our parents, staff and 
community members value 
most in the SLP Schools.  

• …small size of the community and 
schools  

• …keep class sizes low      
• …strong community-based schools 

and focus on education 
• …community focus on asset-

building (Children First) 
• …current K-3, 4-6, 7-8 and high 

school grade configuration great 
for kids and very unique 

• …we have great opportunity to tap 
into huge demand for immersion 
education 

• …money is the key to providing 
strong and unique school district 

• …our schools don’t need to be 
unique, strong academic focus 
should be main priority 

• …stay small district and stick to 
core curriculum subjects 

• …districtwide implementation of 
International Baccalaureate makes 
SLP a cut above the rest and 
provides an attractive draw to the 
district 

• …closing the achievement gap 
• …strong parent/volunteer support                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Programs/Activities A number of specific 
programs and activities were 
shared in survey responses.  
From specific academic and 
athletic programs to broader 

• …accelerated programs 
• …after-school programs 
• …athletic programs 
• …early childhood and childcare 



descriptions of programs, 
examples of responses are 
provided in the right column. 

programs 
• …all-day kindergarten 
• …music programs 
• …basic math and reading 

instruction 
• …community education programs 
• …technology and media programs 
• …lunch program 
• …diversity programs 
• …special education programs 

Curriculum/Instruction/Assessment The list to the right provides a 
sampling of specific and 
general responses that fell into 
the category of curriculum, 
instruction and assessment. 

• …expanded language learning 
opportunities       

• …elective offerings (art, FACS, 
etc.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

•  …offering music and art at all 
levels 

• …fundamental writing skills at the 
secondary level             

• …strong knowledge base with 
skills in technology and computers  

• …general education of all subjects 
• …continuing to provide quality 

theater     
• …evaluating to be sure students 

are receiving adequate instruction 
in reading, math, science and 
social sciences 

• …intervention for math and 
reading students who are not 
proficient                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Staff/Departments/Schools The list to the right provides a 
sampling of specific and 
general responses that fell into 
the category of staff, 
departments and schools. 

• …excellent, caring teachers and 
staff 

• …dedicated and committed 
teachers 

• …special education staff 
• …paraprofessionals 
• …adequate assistance for teachers 

for students with behavior and 
language issues 

• …diversity of students that attend 
our schools 



• …staff development 
• …proportionate allotment of 

specialists 
• …support staff 

Awards/Distinctions The list to the right provides 
responses in the category of 
awards and distinctions. 

• …commitment to learning and 
having blue ribbon schools 

• …high number of students that are 
National Merit finalists and other 
academic achievements 

• …staff accomplishments 
**Analysis of collected data does not utilize scientific methodology due to limitations of time and cost. 


